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American Dream: Pursuit of Happiness 
The American dream is an ideology that indicates a set of ideals that every American citizen intends to achieve at certain points in life. The national ethos enshrined in the American dream focuses on the aspects of success and prosperity of individuals that are attainable through hard work. Therefore, the American dream emphasizes a better life for everyone in society. The pronouncement of the Declaration of Independence that supports the equality of people depicts various components of the American dream. The U.S Constitution is another document that backs the American dream because it champions the rights and freedom of Americans. Fitzgerald is one of the writers who has expressed the American dream in their works. In The Great Gatsby, Fitzgerald portrays the theme of the pursuit of happiness as an essential American dream.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mr. Gatsby is a character who portrays the American dream of the pursuit of happiness through his initiative to live a wealthy life. “The one on my right was a colossal affair by any standard- It was a factual imitation of some Hotel de Ville in Normandy, with a tower on one side, spanking new under a thin beard of raw ivy, and a marble swimming pool and more than forty acres of lawn and garden” (Fitzgerald 7). The above quote describes Gatsby’s luxurious residence that differs greatly from Nick's house. “Something in his leisurely movements and the secure position of his feet upon the lawn suggested that it was Mr. Gatsby himself, come out to determine what shares was his of our local heavens” (Fitzgerald 24). These two quotes are expressions of the American dream of strive for happiness since Gatsby tries to utilize his wealth to live a happy and comfortable life. Therefore, the book portrays happiness in unusual forms. Materialism is a variable that characterizes the nature of happiness in this book. In contemporary American society, citizens are capitalists in that they try as much as possible to secure a lot of income and make financial investments. Therefore, Americans still pursue happiness by ensuring that they have a good economic status.  
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